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salvage; but such opportunities abound In time of peace as well.
Growing boys and girls want and need to feel themselves useful to
the community in real ways, now^ not only in learning and when
they grow up.
This proof of personal value is helpful to all but it is needed
even more by children who are struggling to accept the father's
death and to overcome the self-distrust it stirs up in them. And
those in European lands now, whose homes have been ravaged
and destroyed, could have no greater help in their own problems
than being allowed to take some real and active share in the
tremendous tasks which face their elders. The opportunity to give
real help and have real responsibility of some sort and some degree
is particularly necessary for these children in devastated countries
and just as urgent as to have the chance of continuing their
learning and training. To do the latter without the former would
make them feel mere useless burdens and thus encourage anti-
social tendencies.
In conclusion, it may be said again that some sort of emotional
disturbance is very likely to arise in fatherless children. No one
can predict when and how it may show itself. It may appear in
any one of a variety of difficulties of behaviour and of social
attitude, or in serious mental illness* On the surface there may
not seem to us to be any link between the children's troublesome
ways and the father's death, since the difficulties may appear
some time after the event and not in obvious relation to it But
it is wise to assume that such a major event could not be without
influence upon the child's development. We should always be
prepared to find its effects in his emotional life and his behaviour
and to allow for this in our dealings with him.
But, much as we might wish to find it, there is, we must repeat,
no specific, no simple nostrum to be recommended as such, for the
troubles of fatherless children. What they require in general is
secure affection and friendship, understanding, patient control
and guidance, positive opportunities for active and creative work
and play. They need time and opportunity to mourn as well.